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JULmcg* jjt&m the. Gkiafo tyaSt on 

INTERNATIONAL QODS DAY - 2003 

It is a great pleasure to inaugurate the International Quds Day 
Conference -2003 in the South Eastern University of Sri Lanka spon
sored by the Islamic Research Centre of Sri Lanka and jointly organized 
by Islamic Research Centre of Sri Lanka and South Eastern University 
Teachers'Association 

It is gratifying to note that the Head of the Department of Lan
guages of the South Eastern University Moulavi K.M.H. Khalideen had 
made the invitation to conduct this Day today. He is also the Director of 
the Islamic Research Centre of Sri Lanka and the President of South 
Eastern University Teachers' Association. I recognize him as one of the 
foremost Islamic scholars in Sri Lanka, who make arrangement to con
duct the International Qods Day seminar every year in the recent past. 

Palastinian Problems is globally acclaimed as an important mat
ter, which all of us should be aware of. It is the place of importance the 
whole world considers it as the centre of attraction. In recent times a lot 
of activities have been taken place at the South Eastern University of Sri 
Lanka. International Qods Day Conference one of the events. 

Palestine is the home land for Palestinians. This land was occu
pied by Zionist Jews after the second world war. The western Powers 
helped the Jews to make a home land for them in Palestine. The Zionist 
Jews Continually encoroching the land by force with the help of western 
powers. Millions ofPalestinians became refugees in the Middle Eastern 
Countries. They are the displaced people now. The western powers are 
ignoring the human rights in Palestine and continually supporting the 
Zionist Jews. This is the burning problem in the Middle East now. 
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Therefore as the highest seat of education, our staff and stu
dents should come to know the recent development in Palestine. Sev
eral research papers are to be presented in this seminar, mostly pre
pared by the staff of mis University and outside experts. It will be appre
ciated if these research articles arc published in the form ofa Journal. I 
am sure the organizers will look into this matter. 

Ware also happy to see that Islamic Civilization is being consid
ered as the seat of par excellence in this University which has initiated 
link programme with universities of Cairo, Qatar, Al Azhar and Paki
stan. The Head of the Department of Languages and the Vice Chancel
lor are making every effort for this effective and efficient link programmes, 
which will undoubtedly develop experts in Islamic Civilization in this uni
versity. 

At a time when the University Grants Commission is pressing 
for adopting current trends in educational matters, one should be im
pressed to see that an International Seminar of this nature is being need 
today to achieve die educational persuits on Paiastenian problems, which 
we feel is an excellent exercise. 

Prof. V.JC Ganesalingam. 
B.S.c (Hons.) Ceylon. M. Sc. (Hawaii) 
Ph. D. (Lond) Hon. D. Sc. (Sri Lanka). J.P. 
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