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Introduction
Environmental philosophy is recently emerging branch of philosophy in the West. This
branch stridies the relationship betlveen humans and non-humans (anirnal bcings and
inaninate things) and insists that non-irumans have equal rights as human beings do. This
new trend of philosophy criticizes metaphysicai stance and ideological posrtion of traclitional
philosophical systems as u,ell as sorrre major religions. An environmental philosopher has
perfectly not succeeded to prorre anthropocentric ideology in the Eastern religions
(especially Hindu and Chinese traditions). On the Contrary, They consider that Liinciu and
Chinese traditions have proto-en!ironmental ideology. This paper analyses the
environmental philosophical ideas implicit in the llinclu philosophical sysrems and also
clarifies ideological and metaphysical stance of enr,ironmental philosophical icleas of
Hinduism aud the westem philosophical tradition. Enr,'ironmcntal philosophrcal icleas in the
west originated and developed frorr rationalistic and positivistic dirnension of the
knorvledge. On the contrary. it is saitl and beliei'ed tha,t Hindr-r environmental pirilosophical
ideas have originated and der.eloped from rnystic and n-retaphysical dilr.rensions of the
knowledge. This paper analyses this interesting epistcmoiogic:rl conflict and tries to
reconcile positivistic conf'lict of the diffcrent avenues ol the knorviecige by logic ol
metaphvsics.

Methodologl'
Philosophy is itsell as a unique ilethodoiogy. Tlic paper includcs r,arious methodologies of
philosophy. The very important methodologies olphilosophy: Critical cvaluation of bcliefs
anci clarilication of conccpts are utilizcd irr this paper. Apart iiom this. anaiytical method,
synthetic method, comparative method and critical method and holistic method have been
used in this paper.

Summary and Conclusion
According to environmentai pirilosophy. the moral reaim inciutles not only liuman bein._es
but also non-huuans and inanimate things of the natural world. Every being has its own
rights to realize its own good and potentials in tl.re evolution process like human beings. The
lowest fbmrs of living beings have pain and pleasrire as human bcings do and inanimate
things and inorganic elemcnts have potentialities to 

.become 
aniurate beings in the future

evidenced b1' scientific researches. T'he many scientific sludies plovcd that human beings
had evolved from the lou,est fonns ol living beings. The human beings, as thc more evolved
fonn of living beings, as per ethical consideration, have rnore responsil-.iiity to al1gw the
1ou'est fbnns of living bcings to achier.'c their highest potentialities inherent in them.

Ascending order olthe iiving beings liorn the iou,est to the highest rvitnessed by the lines of
the Thirr-rvacagam of Manika'u,acagar as;
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PLrllaki Podaki puh-n,ai, maramaki, palvnikamaki. parvaiyai, pampaki,
malritharai. peiyai. kangalai. Valasurarai, munivarai, thevarai . . .." I

kallai,

In this ascending line, we can find the inanimate thing, a stone whrch is the important
element lbr environmcntal philosophy. It is not enough for us to have the feeling of empathy
and syrnpathy towards non humans but also to have the same towards inanimate things. In
ecosystem, every species iir.e together and its successfui existence and continuity dcpend on
other species and inanimate things in the system. This implies that every species has a
n.randatory obligation to other species of the system. In this back ground, environmental
pliilosophy insists that the highly evolved life form of human being has moral obligation to
the lowest fonr.rs of living beings and inanimate things from which the evolution of human
beings originatcd. In this moral background, changing life style and eco-friendly measures
are proposed b1, environmental philosophers and scientists to preserve the natural resolrrces
as much as possible and to do justice lor non-humans as well as inanimate things in the
ecosystem.

The Bhagvat Gita. thc ancient Holy Scriprure reflects fundamental environmental
philosophical ideas this follorving words:
"l an.r the self seated in the hearl of all creatures. I am the beginning. the middle and the very
end of all beings. Al1 bein-es have. thereforc treated alike" 2

Hindus consider that 'Pancha Bhuthas (the five elements (space, air, li:e, water aud earth)
are embodiment of dii,ine or God Saint Manikavasagar inhis Thirut,ctcugLun sings as,

"Vanaki, manaki,
Valiyaki, yoliyaki
Yunaki, ooyeraki..."-'

This devotional song depicts in real state, the live elements are god.

It is said that environmental ideas olHindus originated on the basis of rretaphysical orientcd
knou'ledgc br-rt not on the basis of rationalistic and positivistic oriented knorvledge.
Ho,,r"cvcr. one t-rnd that contemporary environmental philosophical ideas in many ways
merge rvith the Hindu philosophical idcas. even tl.rough the both avenues for the attainment
of the iwo kind of knou,ledge is different in its natr-rre and fcature. Even though the avenues
lor the attainrnent of such a great wisdom is different in its origin^ the end reaching by the
tu'o different avenues is the sarnc and just for ail living being in the wor1d.
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