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Problems in translating Hadiths into English and ways to solve them: A special
reference with An-Nawawi’s Forty Hadith translated by Ezzeddin Ibrahim and
Denys Johnson Davies
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Islam has been built on five [pillars]: testifying that there is no god but Allah
and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, performing the prayers, paying

the zakat, making the pilgrimage to the House, and fasting in Ramadan
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The word pillars does not appear in Arabic but has been supplied for clarity of
meaning. Pillars (arkan) is the generally accepted term in this context.
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... he said: O Muhammad, tell me about Islam. The Messenger of Allah
(may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: Islam is to testify
that there is no god but Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, to
perform the prayers, to pay the zakét , to fast in Ramadén, and to make the
pilgrimage to the House if you are able to do so.
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Often rendered as “alms-tax™ or “poor-due”, it is a tax levied on a man’s
wealth and distributed among the poor.
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He said: May your mother be bereaved of you, Mu‘adh ! Is there anything

that topples people on theor faces - or he said on their noses - into Hell-fire
other than the harvests of their tongues?
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Truly every tasbiha is a charity, every takbira is acharity, every tahmTda
Is a charity, and every tahlila is acharity; to enjoin a good action is a
charity, to forbid an evil action is a charity, and in the sexual act of each of
you there is a charity.
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Fear Allah wherever you are, and follow up a bad deed with a good one and
it will wipe it out, and behave well towards people.
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Among the words people obtained from the Prophecy are: If you feel no shame,
then do as you wish.
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I.e. from those Prophets who preceded Muhammad.
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He said: Then tell me about ihs an. He said: It is to worship Allah as

though you are seeing Him, and while you see Him not yet truly He sees
you.
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Verily Allah has prescribed proficiency in all things. Thus, if you kill, kill well;
and if you slaughter, slaughter well. Let each one of you sharpen his blade and
let him spare suffering to the animal he slaughters.
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