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Eichornia crassipes (Japan Jabara/Japan Japarli/Aathu Valai/Water hyacinth) is a 
nonnative invasive freshwater plant to Sri Lanka, which blocks the drainage and 
irrigation cannels. During heavy rainy season Eichornia crassipes plants block the 
flow of rivers and by spreading over the paddy fields cause floods frequently, 
destroy the aesthetic value of the water bodies and obstructs the fishing activities. 
Due to very rapid growth and spread rate, farmers and local authorities need to 
spent significant amount of money to remove these plants and need large dumping 
areas for disposing of these plants. A study was conducted to prepare compost using 
Eichornia crassipes as the main resource material along with paddy straw and cow 
dung. Multiple layers of these materials were mixed at 3rd and 6th weeks and the 
moisture content was maintained at 50 - 60%. In the 10th week, compost was ready 
and it was sieved. The return percentage of compost from the input was 65. The 
moisture percentage of the produced compost was 50.3 and the volatile solid 
percentage was 22.8. The compost contained 39.5 % carbon, the pH was 8.1 and 
73.5 % of the produced compost was sieved through 4 mm sieve. The total 
production cost was Rs 4.40 kg-I and it had very good demand and the selling price 
was Rs. 13.00 kg-I  
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