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Abstract

Mangroves are one of the most diversified ecosystems in the world. Batticaloa district has 110Km coast
and has around 900 of mangroves including Koralai Pattu North-Vaharai D.S division. Disturbances
and threats to mangroves are in high in KPN-Vaharai D.S division due to the natural factors and
anthropogenic activities. This paper attempts to explore threats of mangroves, obstacles on mangrove
conservation and better ways for managing mangroves in this area. Qualitative method has been used
to collect the data for this research. Primary data were collected through questionnaires, interview,
observation and focus Group Discussion. 100 people were selected as samples in certain areas of KPN-
Vaharai D.S division using purposive sampling. As secondary data books, Magazines, Research
articles, Forest Department report, Meteorological Department report, Coast Conservation Department
report, Statistical Hand Book of KPN-Vaharai divisional Secretariat. The collected data was analyzed
using MS excel. Findings showed clear evidence that, Mangrove vegetation is under threat due to being
exploited by locals for fuel wood and fishing. Heavy rainfall and high temperature also destructed
mangroves. Therefore awareness programs should be conducted for stakeholders on conserving
mangroves.
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