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Summary

The ongoing debate surrounding the reform of Muslim Personal Law in Sri Lanka
persists, with criticism aimed at certain provisions of the Muslim Marriage and
Divorce Act of 1951 for perpetuating gender inequality. One such provision is the
exclusion of women from being appointed as judges in the Quazi courts.
Consequently, this study aims to elucidate the Islamic perspective on the
appointment of women and assess its practical applicability in Sri Lanka. To
achieve this objective, only secondary data sources have been utilized. Islamic
sources emphasize that appointments to Quazi positions should be based on merit,
without specific guidelines regarding gender discrimination in such appointments.
Therefore, the primary finding of this study suggests that women who possess
comparable or superior skills in Islamic jurisprudence, particularly in the field of
jurisprudence, may be directly appointed as Quazi or serve as advisors to Quazi.
This study's implications extend beyond the realm of gender equality, shedding light
on the multifaceted roles of Muslim women and addressing the practice and legal
reforms of Islamic Shariah within a minority context. It serves as a valuable
resource for further research on these topics.
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